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What are your qualifications that make you a strong candidate for delegate? 
 
Serving as West Virginia’s NASP Delegate would be an honor for me and a responsibility that I would put forth my 
best effort to fulfill. School psychology is a profession that has allowed me to shape the growth and development of 
WV youth in positive ways, and I want to be in a position to influence policies and practices that will support my 
colleagues and future practitioners in having similar impacts. The mission of a NASP Delegate is to “represent and 
support school psychology through leadership to enhance the mental health and educational competence of all 
children,” and I feel strongly that as a trainer of school psychologists, current practitioner, and active researcher, I 
am aligned with this mission.  
  
After 14 years of full-time practice as a school psychologist in WV, I am beginning my third year as an assistant 
professor at Marshall University in the department of school psychology. I continue to practice school psychology 
on a contractual basis, because I enjoy working with youth, families, and educators and find these experiences 
beneficial to my teaching and supervision of graduate students.  Being in the university setting has afforded me 
leadership and professional advocacy opportunities, including serving as co-chair of our college Diversity and Social 
Justice Committee, as the university representative on the WV Advisory Council for the Education of Exceptional 
Children, as a program advisor for Expanded School Mental Health in WV, and as a representative of the Marshall 
University Department of School Psychology to the WVSPA. I currently serve on a cross-disciplinary research team 
at Marshall, investigating the long term effects of prenatal substance exposure on youth and identifying ways that 
schools and communities can foster resiliency in those who have been affected by addiction and substance abuse. 
Our team has presented our research at several state and national conferences, and I will continue working closely 
with the WV Department of Education, discussing how they can use research findings, such as ours, to build the 
capacities of schools for supporting youth affected by adversities.  

As NASP Delegate, how do you see your role in working with your state association? What 
specific actions will you take to advance NASP strategic goals and advocate for issues that 
are specific to school psychologists within your state?  
 
If elected as WV’s NASP Delegate, I will maintain communication with WVSPA to make sure that I stay current 
with issues across our state, permitting me to appropriately represent WV, voice our positions, and advocate for us 
on a national level. Additionally, I want to remain knowledgeable of the valuable work completed within our 
association and by the school psychologists in WV, because it is important for me to showcase WV on a national 
level. I respect the incredible contributions and efforts of WV school psychologists, and I believe that while we can 
learn from others, others can also learn from us. I will continue recruitment efforts for the school psychology 
profession by sharing materials with WV colleges, universities, and high schools. Most importantly, I will work 



closely with our current NASP delegate and the WVSPA to ensure that I am able to smoothly transition into the 
delegate role and continue advancing the NASP strategic goals within WV.  


